
BPL has been shown around the world to be detrimental to HF and
lower VHF operation. BPL is regulated by FCC Part 15. There is no
way that the power lines can be prevented from radiating
significant RF from BPL; electric utilities have enough issues from
noisy insulators, etc. that licensed radio operators have to
contend with.

I can see no ways that BPL can be effectively operated at any
frequency without interfering with some licensed radio service
protected by FCC Part 15. If notch filters were placed for amateur
and military/government radio spectrums, international shortwave
broadcast outlets would still be subject to interference. In the
instance of HF broadcasting, most listeners use radios with built-
in whip antennas indoors. The inverse-square formula puts their
interference-free reception at serious risk, if not making it
impossible altogether, being surrounded by wiring emitting BPL
signals.

Not all amateur radio operators (very few, most likely) are
fortunate enough to be able to erect their antennas far enough away
from power lines. Due to the length of these power lines, they
become very effective radiators of interference of any type in the
HF spectrum.

Any technology that leaks a signal is also able to take
interference in. This will create problems between the Part 15
users and licensed operators. Likewise, BPL will be subject to
interference from standard powerline operated sources in many
areas. Any increase in power will only increase outbound
interference problems.

Any steps to restrict our licensed access to spectrum in question
will only reduce the effectiveness of the licensed service. Amateur
radio is vital to both short and long range communications in times
of emergency. While we may go largely unnoticed most of the time,
the loss would become accute in any time of need.

Licensed radio interests, including amateur radio, must be
protected.

Any testing should include representatives from all potentially
affected licensed services. This should include interests such as
maritime, aviation radio as well as the obvious amateur,
government, HF broadcast licensed services. These representatives
should be allowed to become as involved as they wish for the sake
of determining the risk to their licensed service.


